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Developing Tiered Environmental Flow Criteria 
using a Functional Flows Approach for CA Streams

Establishing environmental flow targets to protect aquatic communities is a priority 
for numerous programs in California including in the Delta. Dr. Yarnell will discuss her 
recent work using a functional-flows approach to develop statewide environmental 

flow recommendations. The approach allows for the rapid development of flow 
regimes that consider ecosystem and human needs and can be applied in an adaptive 

management framework, allowing for changing conditions and needs.
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